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May 2
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Communion
“Where is God Calling Us?”
Revelation 21:1-6

May 9
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mother's Day
“L}’dﬂlﬂ:,’
Acts 16:9-15

May 16
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Confirmation
“Breaking Chains”
Acts 16:16-34

May 23
Pentecost
Annual Meeting & Luncheon

Music Sunday
Acts 2:1-21

May 30
Trinity Sunday
Memorial Day

“Tell Me Again”
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31;
Romans 5:1-5

For where two or three are gathered in my name,

I am there among them.
Matthew 18:20

Gr&etings:

In our Congregational tradition, we trust
that Christ is among us whenever we gather.
Yet, do we lean deeply enough into that trust,
expecting that through Christ a way into the
future will come clear?

I had an “ah ah” moment a few years back.
Ever have one of those moments when you
learned something about yourself, you were
not sure you wanted to know? It was in a
class and the phrase was “functional atheist.”
I can't recall what the particular lecture was
about but I tracked down the author of that
phrase.

Quaker Patker Palmer was writing about
leadership, and he coined the phrase,
“functional atheism” to describe a practice that leaders sometimes fall
into. It is the belief that ultimate responsibility for everything rests on
them and if anything is going to happen, they are the one to make it
happen.

A healthy practice is to remember that we are not the only “act in
town.” We do not have to carry the whole load, we can share
responsibility with others and sometimes we can even lay part of our load
down. By listening deeply to others and into the silence, we can co-create
together finding in the wisdom of the gathered body that new life comes,
new possibilities appear and a new way emerges. !

Sometimes churches act like functional atheists too. They can get so
caught up in the need to make a decision or find a way forward that they
forget to trust that through prayer and deep listening God will give an
answer to their questions and provide for their needs. On April 10th at
our retreat we tested this trust in God as we practiced “Spiritual
Discernment,” and we invite you all to do it again with us on May 2nd as
we continue the work of our retreat during worship.

Martin Cophenhaver, pastor of the Wellesley Village Church, felt a
need to find a way to make decisions that invited in the Holy Spirit. He
knew the Quakers used Spiritual Discernment. But he (and I) cannot







